
0 

MEP Final Acceptance: Site 
Stability and Revegetation 

 
Mike Sarmento, Senior Construction Manager 

msarmento@udfcd.org 
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UDFCD Organization 

DCM 

FPM 

MP Master Planning 
• Master Plan Reports 
• Criteria Manual 
• WQ Research 
• Design Software 

Floodplain Management 
• FHAD Studies 
• LOMC Coordination 
• MEP 
• CRS Assistance 

Design Construction & 
Maintenance 
• CIP 
• Maintenance 
• South Platte River 
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Maintenance Eligibility Policy 

“Facilities constructed by or approved 
for construction by a local public body 
after March 1, 1980, must be 
approved by the District in order for 
these facilities to be eligible for 
District maintenance assistance.” 

MEP specifically deals with developer and local government 
projects and should NOT be confused with DCM-constructed 

projects which are automatically MEP eligible. 
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MEP Phases 

Phase 1 – 
Referral 
• Plats,  
• Site Plans 
• Zoning Plans 

Phase 2 – 
Design 
Approval 
• Construction 

Plans 

Phase 3 – 
Construction 
Approval 
• Construction 

Phase 4 – Final 
Acceptance 
• Vegetation 

Established/Site 
Stabilized 

David Mike Mike &  
Teresa Teresa 
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Construction Approval Letter 

SPECIAL NOTE:  Construction Acceptance does NOT mean you’ve 
achieved Final Acceptance for MEP! 
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Structural Integrity: What are We Looking for? 

• Stream improvements and adjacent disturbed areas! 
• Structural integrity 

• Damage  
• Overall Stability 

• Maintenance  
• Sediment removal 
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Keys to Success for Site Stability 

• MONITOR the site 
 

• Set an inspection schedule 
 

• Types of Problems: design/construction, 
unanticipated disturbances 
 

• Communicate issues 
 

• Site Remediation prior to acceptance 
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Final Stabilization Examples 

The Good The Bad 
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Keys to Success for Revegetation 

• Pre-construction site survey 
• Formal restoration plan 
• Avoid canned/”cookbook” seed mixes 
• Monitor construction progress 
• Review final grades before equipment 

demobilized 
• Use a QUALIFIED revegetation contractor 
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Keys to Success for Reveg (Cont.) 

• Monitor the Reveg installation 
 

• Post-revegetation monitoring 
 
• Replace dead/severely stressed trees PRIOR 

to the warranty inspection 
 

• Replace mulch and/or repair blankets 
 
• UNDERSTAND that it takes time! 
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Other Examples 
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• Bear Creek upstream of 
Lowell Blvd 

• Goldsmith Gulch at Cook park 
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A Word on Weed Management 
• #1 - Disturbance promotes weed growth!  

 
• Plan Ahead! 

 
• Weeds are the competition! 

 
• Bare areas are anchor opportunities  

 
• Constant vigilance pays off! 
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Weeds Won’t Work ! 
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Final Acceptance Issues 
• Requesting final acceptance before site is 

ready:  
• Vegetation too sparse 
• Bank erosion and/or channel 

erosion/sedimentation 
• Dead/dying trees and shrubs 

 
• Sediment accumulation in WQ structures 
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Final Acceptance! Now what? 
• Eligible for maintenance assistance from UDFCD 

 
• Local Government MUST request and submit a 

maintenance request to UDFCD’s DCM program. 
 

• Acceptance based on: 
• Local Government prioritization 
• DCM Program funding 
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What’s Our Goal: 
The Final Acceptance Letter 
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