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Photograph TER-1.  Use of a terrace to reduce erosion by controlling 
slope length on a long, steep slope.  Photo courtesy of Douglas 
County. 

Description 
Terracing involves grading steep slopes 
into a series of relatively flat sections, or 
terraces, separated at intervals by steep 
slope segments.  Terraces shorten the 
uninterrupted flow lengths on steep 
slopes, helping to reduce the 
development of rills and gullies.  
Retaining walls, gabions, cribbing, 
deadman anchors, rock-filled slope 
mattresses, and other types of soil 
retention systems can be used in 
terracing.   

Appropriate Uses 
Terracing techniques are most typically used to control erosion on slopes that are steeper than 4:1.   

Design and Installation  
Design details with notes are provided in Detail TER-1.   

The type, number, and spacing of terraces will depend on the slope, slope length, and other factors.  The 
Revised Universal Soil Loss Equation (RUSLE) may be helpful in determining spacing of terraces on 
slopes.  Terracing should be used in combination with other stabilization measures that provide cover for 
exposed soils such as mulching, seeding, surface roughening, or other measures.  

Maintenance and Removal 
Repair rill erosion on slopes and remove accumulated sediment, as needed.  Terracing may be temporary 
or permanent.  If terracing is temporary, the slope should be topsoiled, seeded, and mulched when the 
slope is graded to its final configuration and terraces are removed.  Due to the steepness of the slope, once 
terraces are graded, erosion control blankets or other stabilization measures are typically required.  If 
terraces are permanent, vegetation should be established on slopes and terraces as soon as practical. 

  

Terracing 

Functions   
Erosion Control Yes 
Sediment Control Moderate 
Site/Material Management No 
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