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Photograph CB-1.  Application of a compost 
blanket to a disturbed area.  Photo courtesy of 
Caltrans.  

Description 
A compost blanket is a layer of compost uniformly applied 
to the soil in disturbed areas to control erosion, facilitate 
revegetation, and retain sediment resulting from sheet-flow 
runoff.   

A compost filter berm is a dike of compost or a compost 
product that is placed perpendicular to runoff to control 
erosion in disturbed areas and retain sediment.  Compost 
berms can be placed at regular intervals to help reduce the 
formation of rill and gully erosion when a compost blanket 
is stabilizing a slope. 

Appropriate Uses 
Compost blankets can be used as an alternative to erosion 
control blankets and mulching to help stabilize disturbed 
areas where sheet flow conditions are present.  Compost 
blankets should not be used in areas of concentrated flows.  
Compost provides an excellent source of nutrients for plant 
growth, and should be considered for use in areas that will be 
permanently vegetated. 

Design and Installation 
See Detail CB-1 for design details and notes. 

Do not place compost in areas where it can easily be transported into drainage pathways or waterways.  
When using a compost blanket on a slope, berms should be installed periodically to reduce the potential 
for concentrated flow and rilling.  Seeding should be completed before an area is composted or 
incorporated into the compost.   

Compost quality is an important consideration when selecting compost blankets or berms.  Representative 
compost quality factors include pH, salinity, moisture content, organic matter content, stability (maturity), 
and physical contaminants.  The compost should meet all local, state, and federal quality requirements.  
Biosolids compost must meet the Standards for Class A biosolids outlined in 40 CFR Part 503.  The U.S. 
Composting Council (USCC) certifies compost products under its Seal of Testing Assurance (STA) 
Program.  Compost producers whose products have been certified through the STA Program provide 
customers with a standard product label that allows comparison between compost products.  Only STA 
certified, Class I compost should be used.  

  
Compost Blankets and Berms 

Functions   
Erosion Control Yes 
Sediment Control Moderate 
Site/Material Management No 
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Maintenance and Removal 
When rills or gullies develop in an area that has been composted, fill and cover the area with additional 
compost and install berms as necessary to help reduce erosion.   

Weed control can be a maintenance challenge in areas using compost blankets.  A weed control strategy 
may be necessary, including measures such as mechanical removal and spot application of targeted 
herbicides by licensed applicators. 

For compost berms, accumulated sediments should be removed from behind the berm when the sediments 
reach approximately one third the height of the berm.  Areas that have been washed away should be 
replaced.  If the berm has experienced significant or repeated washouts, a compost berm may not be the 
appropriate BMP for this area.  

Compost blankets and berms biodegrade and do not typically require removal following site stabilization. 
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