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Photograph IP-1.  Inlet protection for a curb opening inlet. 

Description 
Inlet protection consists of permeable 
barriers installed around an inlet to 
filter runoff and remove sediment prior 
to entering a storm drain inlet.  Inlet 
protection can be constructed from rock 
socks, sediment control logs, silt fence, 
block and rock socks, or other materials 
approved by the local jurisdiction.  
Area inlets can also be protected by 
over-excavating around the inlet to 
form a sediment trap.  

Appropriate Uses 
Install protection at storm sewer inlets 
that are operable during construction.  
Consider the potential for tracked-out 
sediment or temporary stockpile areas to contribute sediment to inlets when determining which inlets 
must be protected.  This may include inlets in the general proximity of the construction area, not limited 
to downgradient inlets.  Inlet protection is not a stand-alone BMP and should be used in conjunction with 
other upgradient BMPs. 

Design and Installation 
To function effectively, inlet protection measures must be installed to ensure that flows do not bypass the 
inlet protection and enter the storm drain without treatment.  However, designs must also enable the inlet 
to function without completely blocking flows into the inlet in a manner that causes localized flooding.  
When selecting the type of inlet protection, consider factors such as type of inlet (e.g., curb or area, sump 
or on-grade conditions), traffic, anticipated flows, ability to secure the BMP properly, safety and other 
site-specific conditions.  For example, block and rock socks will be better suited to a curb and gutter 
along a roadway, as opposed to silt fence or sediment control logs, which cannot be properly secured in a 
curb and gutter setting, but are effective area inlet protection measures.    

Several inlet protection designs are provided in the Design Details.  Additionally, a variety of proprietary 
products are available for inlet protection that may be approved for use by local governments.  If 
proprietary products are used, design details and installation procedures from the manufacturer must be 
followed.  Regardless of the type of inlet protection selected, inlet protection is most effective when 
combined with other BMPs such as curb socks and check dams.  Inlet protection is often the last barrier 
before runoff enters the storm sewer or receiving water.  

Design details with notes are provided for these forms of inlet 
protection: 

IP-1.  Block and Rock Sock Inlet Protection for Sump or On-grade 
Inlets 

IP-2.  Curb (Rock) Socks Upstream of Inlet Protection, On-grade 
Inlets 

Inlet Protection 
(various forms) 

Functions   
Erosion Control No 
Sediment Control Yes 
Site/Material Management No 
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IP-3.  Rock Sock Inlet Protection for Sump/Area Inlet 

IP-4.  Silt Fence Inlet Protection for Sump/Area Inlet  

IP-5.  Over-excavation Inlet Protection  

IP-6.  Straw Bale Inlet Protection for Sump/Area Inlet 

CIP-1.  Culvert Inlet Protection 

Propriety inlet protection devices should be installed in accordance with manufacturer specifications.    

More information is provided below on selecting inlet protection for sump and on-grade locations. 

Inlets Located in a Sump 

When applying inlet protection in sump conditions, it is important that the inlet continue to function 
during larger runoff events.  For curb inlets, the maximum height of the protective barrier should be lower 
than the top of the curb opening to allow overflow into the inlet during larger storms without excessive 
localized flooding.  If the inlet protection height is greater than the curb elevation, particularly if the filter 
becomes clogged with sediment, runoff will not enter the inlet and may bypass it, possibly causing 
localized flooding, public safety issues, and downstream erosion and damage from bypassed flows.   

Area inlets located in a sump setting can be protected through the use of silt fence, concrete block and 
rock socks (on paved surfaces), sediment control logs/straw wattles embedded in the adjacent soil and 
stacked around the area inlet (on pervious surfaces), over-excavation around the inlet, and proprietary 
products providing equivalent functions.  

Inlets Located on a Slope 

For curb and gutter inlets on paved sloping streets, block and rock sock inlet protection is recommended 
in conjunction with curb socks in the gutter leading to the inlet.  For inlets located along unpaved roads, 
also see the Check Dam Fact Sheet. 

Maintenance and Removal 
Inspect inlet protection frequently.  Inspection and maintenance guidance includes: 

 Inspect for tears that can result in sediment directly entering the inlet, as well as result in the contents 
of the BMP (e.g., gravel) washing into the inlet. 

 Check for improper installation resulting in untreated flows bypassing the BMP and directly entering 
the inlet or bypassing to an unprotected downstream inlet.  For example, silt fence that has not been 
properly trenched around the inlet can result in flows under the silt fence and directly into the inlet. 

 Look for displaced BMPs that are no longer protecting the inlet.  Displacement may occur following 
larger storm events that wash away or reposition the inlet protection.  Traffic or equipment may also 
crush or displace the BMP. 

 Monitor sediment accumulation upgradient of the inlet protection. 
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 Remove sediment accumulation from the area upstream of the inlet protection, as needed to maintain 
BMP effectiveness, typically when it reaches no more than half the storage capacity of the inlet 
protection.  For silt fence, remove sediment when it accumulates to a depth of no more than 6 inches.  
Remove sediment accumulation from the area upstream of the inlet protection as needed to maintain 
the functionality of the BMP.   

 Propriety inlet protection devices should be inspected and maintained in accordance with 
manufacturer specifications.  If proprietary inlet insert devices are used, sediment should be removed 
in a timely manner to prevent devices from breaking and spilling sediment into the storm drain. 

Inlet protection must be removed and properly disposed of when the drainage area for the inlet has 
reached final stabilization.   
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